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Protocol:

Mr. Speaker

Hon. Deputy Speaker,

Honorable Members of the State Assembly, 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

 

My people of Enugu State; if we come today, by the words of Marilus of Padua, shall we proceed on the dais, which we bestrode for a time no shorter than any citizen of our generation, but by which we have rendered an excellent account, ends of which have yet to be paralleled in our young history? 
 

Although, this time, this season, is routine, one that must come for us to define the development compass of our dawning financial year, yet, this particular season is one that calls for very strong reflections on the flash of a generation of political leadership, which virtually, out of nothing, had to carve both social and economic development niches. A generation, which, for the novel season had to produce its agenda, if it must necessarily, abandon the rigmarole and re-entrenchment of a perpetuating, yet stagnating, economic and political order. 

 

Although, again, ours was not any revolution, and couldn’t have been targeted as one, it has this day achieved the status of a necessary shift from the comfortable status quo, to a bold, though verily uncomfortable, confrontation with the indices which shall define and solidify, for all times, the inclusion of our young, sustaining and unborn citizenry, in the emerging competitiveness of the globalizing world. And as in every shift, even of mere theoretical paradigms, discomfiture had followed, but for which we always offered apologies to those who may have to readjust to catch up with the trend.

 

Again, as today, we are set to swing further blows at such stumps which have to give way for us to continue our now cheery strides to put our State, Enugu , on the right pedestal of economic and social development.

 

In order words, we have gathered, here today, to look at yet another Development Roadmap that will guide us in 2007; that is in continuation of the efforts at satisfying the yearnings and aspirations of the good people of Enugu State .  

 

As I have said, in the past, we do not have to climb the roof top to holler across that we are fully aware and obligated to the well-stated, but age old social contract enacted with our people as other peoples in ages gone and prevailing; that same contract for which we had all these seven and half years driven the hard road, to hold our own end of the stick without letting. 

 

In doing that, in taking the very difficult decisions, sometimes leading to unsettling development to the status quo, we were keen on the terms of this contract, which in our case was a re-enactment on our re-election to ride the head of the train, applying the values of democracy, in pursuit of good governance, challenge to poverty, dismantling of urban squalor and rural blight, in Enugu State, of Nigeria.

 

In the last reckoning, the evidences in our giving the proper account of our sojourn were not long in coming as Enugu State achieved and maintained a first-ever topmost rating, irrespective of evaluation parameters, and eventual interpretations, applied.  Expectedly, applauses were not short in coming, from home and abroad, and it has continued to be refrained that in the eventual longevity of democracy and sustained development tempo, our State, Enugu , had assumed an investment pedestal capable of spiraling holistic economic and social development.  

 

And in the subsequent event that our citizenry appreciated the various strides taken, accepting that we had put in what was proper for healthy take-off of our economy, we have to recline to St. Paul ’s injunction, all that remains is for us to receive our crown.  

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, what we are saying is that in the last seven and half years, we had about taken a long haul into the sky, exploring uncharted airspaces and registering impacts on the atmosphere as was permitted by our lean resources. Yet, if you permit me, Mr. Speaker, we stand bold, mid-air, to crown our legendry management of lean resources, by pulling our seat belts, grabbing our landing helmets, and preparing for a new season of landing, so as to effectively achieve the take-off of a new generation, though of same genre of leadership, for the perpetuation of the values and people of Enugu State. 

 

Put differently, Mr. Speaker, we seek your kind permission to state that we are about to confront another set of better days in an election year in which we must not fail to design people-oriented programmes that would eventually mark our terminus.

 

Against this background, Mr. Speaker, it is necessary that we refresh your keen mind on the sequence of our budgeting since 1999, which on its own would go a long way in establishing the trend of development we had pursued all these years.

 

You will recall that we started in the year 2000 with a BUDGET OF TRANSFORMATION, in which we pursued a conscious programme of weaning our people the transition and related military dictatorship through to stakeholder driven democracy. In doing that we sought and achieved a change of the mind set of our people, thus bringing back trust on leadership and belief in development processes.

 

The year 2001 BUDGET OF RENEWAL was the first bold step to launch into expansion of infrastructure base the scale of which was to spiral into what had not been seen since the Michael Okpara regime in the mid-1960s.

 

The 2002 Budget of Re-invigoration and sustainability consolidated the earlier efforts made on infrastructure take-off and development. 

 

By 2003, when it had been acknowledged that we were already cruising, having effectively established our flight path, it became ripe for us to dig further into system sustenance in our BUDGET OF SUSTAINABILITY, which in turn defined our tempo in development of infrastructure facilities such as roads, schools, hospitals/health centers, electricity, potable water, etc.

 

If then after a long period of military rule, we had come into the chaotic scene, still trying, as was the case, to pick the bits and establish a trend, it became incumbent that the efforts we made but which had yielded astounding results, would need some kind of re-assemblage and cohesion. This, Mr. Speaker, brought about our Budget of Integration for the year 2004. 
 

The 2005 Budget of Legacy launched the State into implementation of Projects and Programmes whose positive effect on humanity, we hope, shall equip the present generation, anchor the foundation of future generations and provide the launching pad for generations of our people yet unborn. 

 

That budget was unique in the sense that it was the first effort at implementing our stakeholder-driven development plan, the State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategies (SEEDS) programmes.  

 

Today, even as we are still in the field, working, yet unexhausted, we speak in whiffs of pleasure that this budget made its mark in representing the instrument in which we rigorously pursued our deep and unimpeachable legacy projects such as the Enugu State University of Science and Technology, ESUT, permanent site, the ESUT/Parklane Teaching Hospital, the new Judiciary Headquarters Complex, Ebeano Tunnel Crossing, Loma Linda Housing Estate, the International Conference Centre, Chime Avenue-Nza (ZC Obi) Link Road, among other giant projects.

 

As you were aware, Mr. Speaker, the subsequent financial year was to mark our first hint of the emerging refrain to cap what has been initiated and executed so far. On the trend of this we pursued a challenging Budget of Excellence for the year 2006, so we could firm up on our grip of our stakeholder-driven SEEDS programmes.  

 

By this budget, as Mr. Speaker and the other Honourable Members of our House, can attest to, we proudly state today that we succeeded in completing most of the on going projects on education, health, tourism, judiciary, housing and roads.  It also continued with public sector reforms which resulted in improved social services delivery and better business environment, all aimed at bringing about increased job creation and wealth.

 

Having then come this far, Mr. Speaker, do permit me to cast our minds back to our performance in the implementation of that year 2006 Budget of Excellence.
 

REVIEW OF YEAR 2006 BUDGET
Mr. Speaker, you will recall that on the 6th of December, 2005, I presented, to this Honourable House, the year 2006 Budget tagged Budget of Excellence which marked the second segment of the specially designed State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategies, SEEDS.  That budget, as you were aware, was structured to create jobs, reduce poverty and generate wealth, through deliberate government programmes and actions in the following areas: 

-                    Improving on the business environment by the provision of adequate social services;

-                    Implementing a comprehensive agricultural development programme throughout the State   and,

-                    Accelerating the pace of public sector reforms to achieve optimum service delivery and instant growth.

 

In pursuance of the above objectives, Government implemented the budget with a total sum of thirty one billion naira (N31, 000, 000, 000), only, for 2006 fiscal year.  The breakdown was as follows:

	Expenditure
	2006 Budget
	Percentage %

	Recurrent Expenditure
	12,300,000,000
	40

	Capital Expenditure
	18,700,000,000
	60

	TOTAL
	31,000,000,600
	100


 

Today, as we mount the dais of this edifice which signposted the era of Nnamdi Azikiwe and Michael Okpara, we can as well state that by the very Glory of God, the year 2006 budget of excellence did excel in the birth of the magnificent edifices as the brand new ESUT permanent site, Judiciary Headquarters Complex, International Conference Centre, ICC; ESUT College of Medicine and Teaching Hospital, Ebeano Tunnel Crossing, among others.  

 

Now, Mr. Speaker, please permit me, to x-ray key sectoral efforts as well as recorded achievements in that Budget.

 
1.   AGRICULTURE
We commenced in earnest the implementation of our newly launched agricultural policy, in which the Enugu State Agricultural Development Programme (ENADEP) expanded its extension services to ensure that farmers are abreast with the modern farming trends and equipment.  Private individuals were encouraged to establish micro-farm estates especially in Cassava, Maize and Oil palm.  Micro Credit was made available to farmers to empower them to expand their farm activities.

 
2. COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
Further negotiations were made to get private investors take up the management of most of the government ailing industries.  Rehabilitation works on some of these industries were carried out to put them in a good shape for discussions, negotiations and eventual privatization.  It is important to inform this Honourable House those industries as the Hotel Presidential, Enugu and others have bounced back to life because of private sector participation applied.

 

3. RURAL ELECTRIFICATION
We intensified effort in the provision of electricity as we have not wavered in our belief that due supply of electricity stands as the very foundation of small and medium scale entrepreneurship, which in turn provides jobs, creates wealth and provides social stability.  Key projects successfully undertaken include:

-                    Agbani electrification project

-                    Rehabilitation of Ugbawka/Nara ITC network;

-                    Lighting of New Ozalla-Agbani dual carriage road;

-                    Rehabilitation of street lights on the Independence Avenue ( Bisalla Road ), Okpara Avenue and other major streets in Enugu metropolis.

 

4. LAND TRANSPORT
Road development remained our priority during the period under review.  Our determined effort to have a befitting access to the Ebeano City where the ESUT Permanent site is, made us pursue vigorously the dualization of Four Corner – Ozalla – Obe – Umunze – Agbani Road.  The project is nearing completion.  Other roads which benefited from the year 2006 budget were:

-        Nara – Nkerefi road

-        Nsukka – Ette road

-        Re-building of the damaged bridge along old Enugu – Port Harcourt road

-        Rehabilitation of UNTH-Udi Siding Road 

-        Dualization of Rangers avenue

-        Maintenance of roads at Uwani, Enugu

-        Drainage maintenance and upgrading at Achara Layout Enugu.

-        Maintenance of Zik Avenue and Okpara Avenue . 

 
5. EDUCATION
The year under review, we shall always proudly say, shall be marked as the year of historic in-road into the development of the education sector in Enugu State . It witnessed the completion and commissioning of the ESUT College of Medicine as well as the consummation of the dream citadel of learning, the ESUT permanent site at Ebeano City .  A glorious fall-out of this had to be the major cause for smile in the old Institute of Management and Technology (IMT) Enugu which now has its campus restored to it after over 24 years of unhealthy usurpation of space and other facilities. Of course, the same glorious development has been followed with a newer vista in the birth of the Enugu State College Education (technical), which as aimed at building a good bank of technical teaching personnel for the onward development of science and technical education in Enugu State.

 

Also during the period under review, more schools benefited from the school meal plus programme and the requisite counterpart funds for prompt implementation of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) were paid.  The State Government also made a huge investment on rehabilitation, expansion and equipment of both primary and secondary schools in the State.

 
6. HEALTH
Health Service delivery received a boost within the period under review.  With the help from PATHS and World Bank assisted Health System Development Fund (HSDF), our local health district reform programme came into increased operations.  Eight outstanding health centres were rehabilitated and health infrastructure provided for various communities. Some poverty reduction health projects such as “exemption and deferrals” became operational.   Equipment and furniture were supplied to the existing seven District Hospitals in the State.

 

Major complex structures initiated to upgrade Park Lane (specialist) Hospital into a Teaching Hospital were completed.  Government commenced furniture and equipment supply to the newly completed ultra – Modern ESUT Teaching Hospital and College of Medicine , which are already commissioned and in use. 

7. INFORMATION
We have always believed in democracy being continuous dialogue of governance with the governed and we have always acted to lift the information delivery networks in our environment to achieve unfettered feedback mechanism as government moved from one aspect o development effort to the order. To this effect, Enugu State government has always spearheaded efforts in massive citizen education and re-education programmes of the mass media, vis, radio/TV programmes as the Good Day Enugu (audience – participation and lead–topic discussion episodes held every week), Change and Smile (topical panel discussion, but highly educative, programme), Perspective (audience-participation/accountability programme) and Meet the Press (panel interview by professionals of the mass media with leading sectoral officials), were all expanded.  The role of these information programmes in educating the public on policies, programmes and actions of the Government cannot be over-emphasized.  

 

By the assistance thus rendered in the foregoing programmes, government has further taken the hint also offered in the DFID assisted publication of our own The Service News, which has increased in popularity and circulation. Indeed, this publication has remained the most effective print feed-back mechanism for government and the governed and ultimately widened the stakeholder participation in governance.

 

8. WATER SUPPLY
We have never relented on the necessary efforts to provide water for rural and urban dwellers.  And against the background of potable water standing as the real anchor for social stability in any urban area, we forced the following efforts in the year under review:

-        Sustained maintenance of Ajali Water System;

-        Rehabilitation of Agbani water Scheme and replacement of displaced water pump in the same station;

-        Replacement of old water pipes in Enugu metropolis;

-        Sinking of 50 bore holes under the rural water and sanitation project (RUWASA)

 

The State Government also commenced the Urban Water reform project which is aimed at providing potable water to our urban cities. Staff mobilization and training for the project has been completed.

 
9. ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION
Our effort at evolving private sector participation to drive our sanitation programmes took strong root in the year under review.  The responsibility to keep different parts of Enugu State clean, therefore, was devolved to a number of private enterprises and the new approach has increasingly yielded positive results.  This comes in close consort with government support through the monthly environmental sanitation exercises as well as the State Sanitation Court , which are now boosting the operations of the actors in waste management and disposal sub-sector.

 
10. HOUSING
The State Housing programme designed to ease off housing problems in our urban cities also witnessed a great leap within the year under review. Of course, this administration has established this long standing track record in housing development and so has earned the requisite profile of enhancing, greatly, the aesthetic qualities which, today, stand as Enugu urban renewal efforts.  

 

At the commencement of the middle-to-middle Loma Linda Housing estate, which is to be made of 324 flats, we were set to establish a community of like social status and habitants at near economic stability. Today, we have further evolved facilities aimed at achieve a compact status for the rare housing programme. These include one kindergarten, one primary school and one junior secondary school. 

 

As we tidied up on Golf Housing Estate and these other projects hit 75 per cent completion stages, we have yet commenced two other State Housing Development Projects, namely, Michael Okpara Garden and Akanu Ibiam District. One is situated at the old Market Garden, off Okpara Avenue , G.R.A, while the other is on the trans-express, west G.R.A field, formerly occupied by the Reynolds Construction Company (RCC). 

 

These housing schemes are being undertaken with combined efforts of government and private investors. And to facilitate quick and easy take-off of activities on the sites, government has commenced construction of a total 27 kilometre road networks within these housing schemes. Commendably in response, the private sector developers have also in response commenced their projects which are in remarkable stages of development. 

 

Government has also followed with installation of required electricity poles, the necessary cable lines and reticulation of urban water pipes, so the would-be residents can access such facilities befitting such settlements. 

 

11. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
The year under review recorded the accomplishment of our vision of creating the best working facility and environment for our Judiciary. Thus, the Enugu State Judiciary Headquarters Complex, conceived as an 18-first-ever-computerised courtroom complex, a library, a separate chief judge’s mansion and press gallery/conference hall, was rightly achieved to attain the best working environment for the system in the year under review. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you glance through your well appointed window, across the Michael Okpara Square, you will behold the masterpiece and signature project of our era, the International Conference Centre, ICC, an intimidating three auditoria project whose structural hull has been completed, but which outlines of the cutting walls and other shutters, are beginning to spring enchantingly, for the scenic rhythm it has come represent in the environment. It is a glorious part of our efforts in the year under review. 

 

Other routine administrative projects implemented were:

-        renovation, furnishing and equipment of public buildings;

-        purchase of official vehicles to replace those that are no longer road worthy.

 

12. PUBLIC SERVICES:
There was a remarkable progress in Public Service Reform activities in the State.  Implementation of these reforms has brought about smooth and easy transaction of public business in the state.  Such reform activities carried out are:

-        Strengthening of the Performance Improvement Bureau (PIB).  This led to the publication of two important public service guidance manuals, namely the service charter and The Public Service Complain procedure.

-        Budget Reforms, which entailed expenditure warrant tracking and the introduction of Chart of Accounts and international coding system to our annual budgeting.

-        Public Partner Participation in pension administration.  Trainings, workshops and seminars were organized with respect to this reform.

-        Automated Land registration with computerized re-validation of certificates of Occupancy. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you remember my earlier admission of the fact that alteration of the status quo can be very upsetting. I did also acknowledge that in some cases, persons and groups affected, sometimes, consider the direction of changes as set to ensnare them. So was the case with every public service reform. There was evidently that welter of skepticism when we commenced our reform programmes but happily today, virtually ever person can attest to the emerging efficiency and transparency in service delivery.

 

As we stated and held out to the point of defying all odds, we never minced words that every journey could be painful, but if the tunnel is sighted, especially with the glimmer of light at the other far end, then we can say as we said to our people, then, that is shall remain a win-win situation for those who accept the changing order and avail themselves of the opportunities to hook on with the trend.

 

But again if there is any of us who failed to appreciate the pressure of the year 2006, which as appointed unto the constitution of the Federal Republic shall serve as the first note of yet a historic transition process, the results of the efforts, the testimonies of the eventual victories in terms of infrastructure and services, should serve enough compensation for the many denials we witnessed.

 

As ever, I restate my firm belief in the world view sustaining the values of work before pleasure in our native cultural setting.

 

It is now, on this note, Mr. Speaker, that I most humbly seek your kind permission, to present to you the year 2007 Draft Budget. 

 

BUDGET 2007

The 2007 Budget, to be the last of this administration, riding the glory of seven other highly successful budgeting and implementation, is hereby proposed to be tagged the Budget to the Glory of God. 

 

The basic aim of this budget is to pursue, in earnest, the total completion of all on going programmes and development projects of this administration, tying up to the special Glory of God the entire initiatives, enterprises and obligations we entered into, since coming on the saddle of Enugu State.

 

Remember, Mr. Speaker that the faint-hearted had said in the last few years that we had bitten more that we can chew. The doubtful was also worried that we may never give the finishing stamp. And in the same vein, the bleary-minded hardly figured why vast resources had to be deployed so soon, in speed, in jerks and in this astounding courage to dare.

 

Well, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of the Enugu State House of Assembly, Ladies and gentlemen, Gentle men of the press, in reference to history, we had discovered that if it hasn’t sailed, it hasn’t sailed; if it must sail, Christopher Columbus was right in his admonition, if I must admit and make use of the counsels of the chattel, wise as they were, gifted as they were, well placed in the King’s Court as they were, Royal Spain would still be talking about the debating band which could not have left the harbour to found the new World.
 

And, would we have risen to the challenges of the generation if we do not cast our fears, and perhaps, our comfort, to seek that which is far, yet deserving and for which generations had hungered.  

 

Mr. Speaker, here I come with the details of 2007 Budget to the Glory of God. 
 

A Budget size of Thirty-eight Billion, Three Hundred and Eighty-one Million, Two Hundred Thousand Naira (N38, 381, 200, 000), has been proposed for the 2007 fiscal year.  This is as follows:

	Expenditure Type
	2007 Budget
	Percentage

	Recurrent Expenditure
	20,482,500,000
	53.37

	Capital Expenditure
	17,898,700,000
	46.63

	TOTAL
	38,381,200,000
	100


 

When compared with the 2006 fiscal year, there is an increase of Six Billion, Four Hundred and Four Million, Seven Hundred and Sixty-seven Thousand, Three Hundred and Seventy Naira (N6, 404, 767, 370), representing an increase of about 8.33 per cent over the last year’s budget.

 

A.   RECURRENT BUDGET
1.    Recurrent Revenue:
The budgeted recurrent revenue figure for the 2007 fiscal year is Thirty Billion, Six Hundred and Seventeen Million, Five Hundred Thousand Naira (N30, 617, 500, 000).  This represents an increase of Four Billion, Nine Hundred and Forty-one Million, Sixty-seven Thousand, Three Hundred and Seventy Naira(N4,941,067,370) or 9.1 per cent increase over last years Recurrent Revenue of N25,676,432,630.  This revenue is expected from the following sources:

	                                                
	N
	%

	i.  Internally Generated Revenue (IGR)
	3,717,500,000
	12.1

	ii.   Expected Revenue from the State’s share of the Federation Account Allocation FAAC
	24,000,000,000
	78.0

	iii.   Value Added Tax (VAT)              
	             2,900,000,000
	8.9

	TOTAL
	30,617,500,000
	100


 

RECURRENT EXPENDITURE
Expected total recurrent expenditure for 2007 fiscal year is Twenty Billion, Four Hundred and Eighty-two Million, Five Hundred Thousand Naira, (N20, 482, 500, 000).  This amount, when subtracted from the recurrent revenue of N30, 617, 500, 000 will leave a surplus of Ten Billion, One Hundred and Thirty-five Million Naira (N10, 135, 000, 000) or 35.9% of the Recurrent Revenue which will be transferred to the Capital Development Fund to finance capital programmes.  This recurrent expenditure provision took into account the expected outcome of the salary and wages commission review of the salaries of workers in the Public Service, hence One Billion One Hundred and Fifty-five Million Naira (N1, 155, 000, 000) or 3.8 per cent of the Personnel Cost has been set aside for possible outcome of the review.  

 

Following are the main components of the recurrent expenditure:

	1.

(a)  Personnel Emoluments
	N
7,700,000,000
	%

25.2

	(B)  Overhead Costs (including standing orders)
	4,800,000,00
	15.7

	©   Subventions to Parastatals and Tertiary Institutions
	1,600,000,000
	5.2

	(d)   Add 15% of Stabilization for Salary Increase
	1,155,000,000
	3.8

	(e)  Outstanding allowances e.g. leave, Pensions, Gratuity and Subventions
	3,000,000,000
	9.8

	And   7.5% contribution to PFA Pension
	577,500,000
	1.9

	(e) Consolidated Revenue Fund Charges
	1,650,000,000
	5.4

	Total Recurrent Expenditure
	20,482,500,000
	66.9

	2. Add Transfer to Capital Development Fund
	10,135,000,000
	35.9

	TOTAL 1 & 2
	N30,617,500,000
	100


 

This administration, in keeping with the new Pension Reform regime in the country has ear-marked the 7.5 per cent of our personnel cost as our contribution to the new pension administration which will soon take off in the State.  We have equally organized training workshops for civil servants to help them understand the new pension reform administration.  We have made provision for an expected increase in salaries and wages during the year as recommended by the Ernest Shonekan committee on review of salaries and wages in the federation.  In anticipation of this development, the sum of N1, 155, 000, 000 or 3. 8 per cent of the Personnel Costs for the 2007 budget has been set aside.

 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
The total budgeted Capital Expenditure for the year 2007 is seventeen billion, eight hundred and ninety eight million, seven hundred thousand Naira (N17, 898, 700, 000) as against N18,700,000,000 budgeted for 2006.   This is N8, 013, 000. 00 or 4. 29 per cent less the provision for the 2006 Capital Budget. This slight reduction is in line with the new budget reforms in the State, which emphasizes prudential and realizable budgets.

 

 

Sectoral allocations are as follows:

	 
	N (M)
	%

	(a) Economic Sector
	4,297.200
	24.01

	(b) Social Services Sector
	8,284.666
	46.29

	©    Environmental Development

     Sector
	3,768.684
	21.05

	(d) General Administration
	1,548.150
	8.65

	TOTAL
	17,898.700
	100.00


 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 2007 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
 

Economic Sector
In line with the new budget reforms and the new economic and functional classifications of budgetary items, the economic sector is made up of the following Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs):  Ministries of Agriculture, Finance and Economic Development, Commerce and Industry, Science and Technology, and Works and Transport.  It also includes ENADEP, Accountant Generals Office, Board of Internal Revenue and Rural Electrification Board.  This sector receives an allocation of four billion, two hundred and ninety seven million two hundred thousand Naira (N4, 297, 200, 000) which represents 24.01 per cent of the overall Capital Expenditure estimate.   

 

It is to be distributed as follows:

Roads:
Of the amount allocated to the economic sector, Ministry of Works receives an allocation of N2, 797, 200, 000 or 15.63% of the entire Capital Expenditure budget.  This is in amplification of the earlier emphasis Government is placing on development of road and on creating access to the entire values of State. Remember that we have always maintained that such access which brings with it the opportunities to evacuate agricultural produces would open up the hinterlands of the State, add to individual and group wealth in the State and enhance our poverty reduction efforts as encapsulated in the SEEDS document.  

 

Rural Electrification
The Rural Electrification Board, REB, receives an allocation of N250, 000, 000, basically for the same reason of developing the rural areas as a means of creating wealth and reducing poverty. Emphasis is on completing on-going rural electrification projects.

 
AGRICULTURE
Ministry of Agriculture has an allocation of N300, 000, 000.  This is with a view to enhancing food production and realizing the goals of the agricultural policy of the State Government.  The role of agriculture as the main source of livelihood for rural dwellers is clearly taken into consideration in the budget.  The emphasis on the production of cassava and rice, as well as cashew and groundnut will be maintained within the budget year.  The existing Community Modern Farms will be developed and parceled in cultivable plots for distribution to clusters of small-holding farmers for the production of strategic crops such as cassava and rice.  The sum of N125, 000, 000 has been set aside for this project.  The Enugu State Agricultural Development Programme (ENADEP) has an allocation of N72, 800, 000 to enable it provide extension and other services to improve the productivity level of farmers in the State.

 
Finance
The Ministry of Finance and Economic Development shall recieve an allocation of N300, 000, 000, while the Accountant General’s Office receives an allocation of N390, 000, 000 in the 2007 Fiscal Year.  Efforts will be made to increase the revenue generating efforts of the Ministry of Finance, Accountant Generals Office and the Board of Internal Revenue.  New Tax Offices and sub-treasuries will be built while efforts will be made to continue with the on-going Public Expenditure Reforms aimed at achieving better results in the areas of accountability, prudence and transparency in the management of public funds.  

 
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in evolving the basic concept of junction towns as yet un-harnessed spring boards for cluster economic activities, we had reached out in history to appreciate the strategic physical location of Enugu State , which, ahead of many others have vital junctions in which people and haulage of unimaginable quantity pass every day. In that effort at appreciating the situation, we had realized the untapped resources at such junction towns, which if properly conditioned as economic centres, would assume their own individual strides in development of commerce and industry. 

 

Government is therefore not relenting in the efforts to fully draw the concept and pursue an implementation of programmes which shall force more enduring economic activities in our junction towns. Government will soon conclude on the efforts at assigning specialist themes to these strategic junction towns, especially with setting up of vital take-off ventures in those areas.

 
SOCIAL SERVICES SECTOR
In the new budgetary classifications, the Social Services Sector comprises the following Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs):       Ministries of Education, Health, Information, Women Affairs and Social Development, Culture and Tourism, and Youths and Sports.  Also included are the State Universal Basic Education Board, Post Primary School Management Board, ESUT, IMT, Enugu State College of Education (Technical), State Technical and Vocational Education Management Board, College of Medicine and ESUT Teaching Hospital, Park Lane Specialist Hospital, Enugu State Action committee on AIDS (ENSACA), Government Press and Printing Department, Enugu State Printing and Publishing Corporation, Enugu State Broadcasting Service (ESBS-radio and television), Library Board, Sports Council and Tourism Board.  The Social services sector has an allocation of N8, 284, 666, 000.  This represents 46.29 per cent of the total Capital Budget allocations for the year 2007.  It is also the highest sectoral allocation in the year 2007 Capital Budget.  

 

The allocation to this sector reflects the importance Government attaches to the provision of basic needs as well as efforts at creating wealth and reducing poverty, directly and indirectly, short term or long term.

 

EDUCATION:

The MDAs which constitute the education sub-sector shall receive a total sum of N4, 058, 000, 000.  This represents 22.67 per cent of the total capital expenditure allocation for the 2007 fiscal year.  

 

Remember, also, that as we stated in the past, ours is to set the stage rolling and the only way to get our people to partake of the values of the emerging globalization exercise and the attendant competition defined in objective performance is to get more of our people academically, intellectually and managerially equipped to play their parts. The amount allocated to this sub-sector hereby confirms the importance the State Government attaches to various stages of education - pre-primary, primary, secondary and tertiary levels.

 

The State Universal Basic Education Board shall receive an allocation of two billion, fifty million Naira (N2, 050, 000, 000), which is the second highest single allocation in the Budget for the year 2007.  This is to enable the Board meet up with the national and international demands, especially speedier reforms in the education sub-sector - the compulsory nine-year universal basic education, up to the end of the junior secondary school. 

 

The Board will also be enabled to implement the School Meals Plus Programme, which Enugu State pioneered and which is now being adopted nationally.  

 

The Enugu State University of Science and Technology (ESUT) is allocated the sum of one billion Naira (N1, 000, 000, 000).  This is to enable the University continue its physical development as well as meet with other requirements for the accreditation of some of its academic programmes by the National Universities Commission (NUC).  

 

The Enugu State College of Education (Technical) has already taken off.  The sum of N158, 000, 000 is being allocated to the College in the 2007 fiscal year to enable it full grasp its teething problems as a new institution of higher education. 

 

Already, government has started the training of its teachers in computer operations and applications.  This is with the aim of introducing massive computer education in the State Primary and Post Primary Schools to enable the products of these institutions meet up with the ICT requirements in the globalizing world.  

 

The State Ministry of Education has an allocation of N621, 000, 000, to enable it carry out its various programmes including the development and equipment of secondary and technical schools.

 
HEALTH
The State Government is continuing with its reforms in the health sector with the assistance of our development partners.  The Health sub-sector including ENSACA and HSDP II is being allocated the sum of three billion, one hundred and seventy million, nine hundred and twenty six thousand Naira (N3, 170, 926, 000), representing 17. 71 per cent of the total Capital Budget.  

 

The Ministry of Health will receive a total allocation of one billion, ninety five million Naira (N1, 095, 000, 000) to enable it carry out its various programmes for the year 2007. The Health System Development Programme, HSDP II, is allocated N200, 000, 000 while N1, 782, 926, 000 is being allocated to the ESUT College of Medicine and Teaching Hospital.  The provisions will be variously applied in purchase of equipment and facilities for the hospital, continuation of structural and development programmes and such other ventures that would enhance the status of the institutions.

 

The State Government is intensifying its fight against the HIV/AIDS scourge and has thus stepped up its actions in this direction.  The sum of N93, 000, 000 is being provided for the services of the State Action Committee on AIDS (ENSACA) for the 2007 Fiscal year.  Also provisions have been made for other line Ministries to develop and implement their own respective programmes to fight the scourge.  Ministries of Health, Education, Information, and Chieftaincy Affairs are in the fore front of this programme.  The aim is to build a multi-sectoral approach to combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic, tackling both its health devastation and social consequences. 

 
INFORMATION
Government realizes that whereas it is very important to execute projects and specify the trend of development, the onus still lies on us to propagate that which we believe, that which we have laboured for. More importantly, Government realizes that if Enugu State must meet the challenges of building an elaborate economy, it must act to bring in foreign investment to infuse the right kind of life we desire.

 

To this effect, Government shall appropriate funds for the extension of the campaigns for investment to the stronger economies. Government will also increase from last year’s allocation to the Enugu State Broadcasting Service, ESBS, radio and television, so as to ensure steady dialogue with the factors of development in Enugu State .

 
CULTURE/TOURISM:
The State Ministry of Culture and Tourism receives an allocation of N525, 300, 000 while the state Tourism Board will have N83, 000, 000 allocated to it.  These are in efforts to position the state as a tourism destination in Nigeria .  The sum of N15, 000, 000 will be spent on the development of parks while the sum of N500, 000, 000 will come into continuing work on the International Conference Centre, ICC. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL/ REGIONAL/COMMUNITY &
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT SECTOR:
This sector has an allocation of N3, 768, 684, 000 or 21.05 per cent of the total Capital Budget for 2007.  It has the second highest sectoral allocation in the Budget.  In line with the new budget classifications, the sector is made up of the following MDAs:  Ministries of Land & Housing, Public Utilities, Environment and Mineral resources, Chieftaincy Matters, and Human Development & Poverty Reduction.  It also includes the Water Corporation, Rural Water and Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA), Environmental Sanitation and Waste Management Agency (ESWAMA), LEEMP and CDCC.

 

LANDS & HOUSING:
The on-going reforms in land allocation, documentation and property development in the state will be continued and concluded in the 2007 fiscal year.  The sum of one billion, one hundred and thirty million Naira (N1, 130, 000, 000)  is budgeted for the Ministry of Lands and Housing.  Of this sum, Ministry of Land is allocated the sum of N630, 000, 000 for its projects including the provision of Urban Master plans of Enugu State, equipment and fencing of the Survey Department, expansion of the Main Ministry building,   and rehabilitation and expansion of the Town Planning Department.  The sum of N500, 000, 000 will be spread over the continuation of work at the Loma Linda Housing Project, creating access to its new estates and enhancing existing layouts.

 
WATER:  
Provision of potable water remains a top priority of this administration and in the 2007 fiscal year, an allocation of one billion, four hundred and twenty four million Naira (N1, 424, 000), 000 is being made available to the Enugu State Water Corporation for its services during the period.  Similarly, the sum of N155, 000, 000 is allocated to the State Rural Water and Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA) for its activities during the period.  These will include the purchase of a drilling rig, sinking of shallow bore holes, provision of hand–dug–wells and sanitation platforms.  

 

The State Water Corporation will continue with the implementation of the on-going water projects in the State, including the World Bank Assisted Urban Water Sector Improvement Scheme as well as the various Rural Water Supply schemes going on in the State.

 
ENVIRONMENT/SANITATION/WASTE MANAGEMENT:
Environmental protection and good sanitation will continue to receive the attention of the State Government.  The sum of N100, 000, 000 and N50, 000, 000 are being allocated the Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources, and the Enugu State Waste Management Authority (ESWAMA), respectively, for activities in the 2007 fiscal year.  Flood and erosion control, environmental conservation, urban beautification and decongestion and development of alternative energy sources are among the programmes of the Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources.  The private sector participation with ESWAMA in waste management and control will be continued during the 2007 fiscal year.  The public campaign on responsible waste disposal will be intensified within the period.   

 
COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT: 
As in other parts of Nigeria , the greater number of our people lives in the urban areas. To this effect, development of the rural communities, as a way of reducing poverty and increasing general well being, is a keen objective of the State Government. Yet to achieve this, the Ministry of Human Development and Poverty Reduction, along with the LEEMP shall need to be furnished to do their own beat of this. They will be allocated the sum of N454, 580, 000 in the year 2007 Capital Budget, while community Development Coordinating Council (CDCC) has an allocation of N353, 500, 000 in the Budget.  Having built this tempo of strong presence in massive provision of rural infrastructure – roads, schools, markets, rural electrification, water, etc - through LEEMP and CDCC, government is committed to urging and enhancing speedier projects in the forthcoming year. 

 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION:
This sector receives an allocation of N1, 548, 150, 000 or 8.65 per cent of the total Capital Budget for 2007.  Under the new classification, the sector is made up of the following Ministries, Departments and Agencies:  Office of the Governor, Office of the Deputy Governor, SSGs Office, Office of the Head of Service, State Planning Commission, Department of Budget, Ministry of Local Government and Political Matters, Civil Service Commission, Local Government Services Commission, Enugu state Independent Electoral Commission (ENSIEC), Ministry of Justice, the Judiciary and the Legislature (Enugu State House of Assembly).

 

The Office of the Governor receives an allocation of N206, 700, 000 for its services in the 2007 fiscal year while the Offices of the Deputy Governor and the SSG are allocated the sums of N50, 000, 000 and N283, 000, 000 respectively, Office of the Head of service is to receive an allocation of N100, 000 while the state Planning Commission is allocated the sum of N89, 000, 000.  The sum of N100, 000, 000 is to be provided for the Enugu State Independent Electoral Commission ENSIEC) for its services during the 2007 fiscal year.

 

THE JUDICIARY:
The sum of N200, 000, 000 is being allocated to the Judiciary for its services in 2007.  Of this, N74, 500, 000 will be used for the purchase of vehicles while N150, 000, 000 will be used for the purchase of Communication and fire fighting equipment.  Other charges to be met in this are construction of more courtrooms, rehabilitation of residential quarters and offices.

 
LEGISLATURE
The sum of N440, 000, 000 is allocated to the Legislature, with N130, 000, 000 to be dedicated to purchase of vehicles, while the sum of N240, 000, 000 is being set aside for the implementation of constituency projects.  Other projects include the purchase of security gadgets and the provision of potable water as well as the purchase of equipment, books, and furniture for the House of Assembly.

 
CONCLUSION
Mr. Speaker, Sir, presented above is the Draft Budget to the Glory of God, of the Government of Enugu State for the year 2007. It is our firm belief that the implementation of the proposed Budget will anchor the gains we have so far recorded in transforming the life of our people for the better, and in submitting our current budget to the unfailing glory of God, the legacies we have erected for our future generation, shall endure.

 

I want to use this opportunity, a unique one indeed, to thank Mr. Speaker and members of this Honourable House for the wonderful co-operation we received. Soon, eight years down, and some of us will still be counting, and in sticking together, our vision shall soon spring from democratic political innocence to people and resource management acumen, the experience of which shall be bolder actions, fuller grasping of our visions and, of course, our people shall be the better for it. 

 

We owe special thanks to international donor agencies and partners, the DFID, PATHS, UNDP, UNICEF, World Bank, etc. for their various contributions in the transformation process we have undertaken in the last couple of years. Of course, nothing can diminish the contribution of the other arm of our government – the judiciary – especially in astute adjudication and resolution of conflict areas arising in the relations between man and man, among institutions, and across the processes.

 

We owe so much to the body of organised labour, civil societies, other NGOs, etc, which so early in the life of this administration helped in anchoring our emerging culture of dialogue and stakeholder input in the process of governance. 

 

We make haste to ask for unflagging support in the remaining months of this administration.

 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the road we have traveled, in the last seven and half years, is the road to Enugu State . But in the tasking enterprise of bearing the compass for a people nearly accustomed to regular faces on the corridors of power, we have advanced, longing for a state of the mind which shall beckon to the indices of development rather than the prestige of filial affinity. Half we got, Mr. Speaker, the other half is split in two. One half of that half is on its way with us, churning up dusts of pleasure, cheering us as we move the wagon against the tide of the angry river. Then, only mid-stream, the rest half just started on the train. 

 

Mr. Speaker, they shall add to our tide, and if as Moses split the Nile with his holy staff, our joining brethren dam the river of doubt and accept that the season has long assumed a new tempo, beckoning on new dancers who shall mount the stage on the grace and strength of their peculiar vigour, we shall hone the edges of the old dreams, which we all acknowledged, shall never die. 

 

And as mere remnants waited to be shoved up right from the slumber of the transition era in 1999, the tragic insulation of the key trend and the pointers of the rudder in 2003 did signpost creative, democratic efforts at eradicating the cheap tools of social retardation, bifurcation, fat-cattishness and rehearsed persecution complex. And having done almost a whole generation of having every hand on deck, investing more on the index citizen, rather than the over grown babies, Mr. Speaker, Enugu should be accepted and acknowledged as having been the better for the running season.

 

Sir, shall we bring back Hannibal: Is it ours, if it is ours, to enjoin our emerging captains to honour the stage with vision, we then shall hold high this beacon as coming from a political tradition for which our prevalence, in this soon pronounced battle, we must continue to say, 

 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY
